
Peacock loves to see 

his friend Sketch, a girl 

who comes to the zoo 

and inks drawings of 

him. But he also loves 

his adoring fans, selfi es, 

and news headlines. 

He hatches an escape 

from the zoo in search of 

fame. But what happens 

when he starts to molt, 

and his tail feathers 

fall out? 

Includes a Reader’s 

Note on how to navigate 

social media with kids.
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For Audrey, who told me so many wonderful stories—AP
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was the only peacock in  

            the whole zoo, and he liked it that way.



Art note: Typography could highlight Verry Slowly or 
illustration

When he unfurled  
his feathers, the visitors  

and

They took endless photos. 

And boy, did Peacock know 
how to pose. 



One little girl called 
Sketch came almost 

every day.

Instead of taking 
pictures, Sketch drew in 

a little notebook 

She liked watching 
Peacock show off his 

beautiful tail feathers. 



But on quiet days, he was bored and lonely 
sitting in his pen, all by himself. 

On those days, she would just tell him 
stories in a soft voice. 

had ever done that before.



But Peacock wanted more. 
He wanted to be 

It was time to get out of the zoo 
and into the REAL world. 



Art note: Sketch is looking approvingly at Peacock, maybe giving him a thumbs-up behind the teacher’s 
back.

This was Peacock’s	

One day a school bus full of children arrived. 
It was Sketch’s class!

chance. 


