
JACOB is back in his 
third book, and ready
to put on a school play! 

While learning their lines and 
making their costumes, Jacob’s 
classmates fi nd themselves 
unexpectedly struggling with 
identity, and what it means to 
be “he,” “she,” or “they.”

Jacob’s School Play introduces 
young readers to concepts 
of gender diversity and 
pronoun options. Learning that 
individuals are more nuanced 
than how others see them is 
a developmentally important 
milestone and helps foster 
respect of one’s peers—and 
one’s self.

Jacob also stars in 
Jacob’s Room to Choose
and Jacob’s New Dress, 
one of the American Library 
Association’s most banned 
books of the decade.

SARAH and IAN HOFFMAN are 
the authors of Jacob’s New Dress 
and Jacob’s Room to Choose. 
They live in San Francisco. 

Visit sarahandianhoffman.com.

CHRIS CASE is a children’s 
book illustrator. Jacob’s School 
Play is his fourth book, and his 
third Jacob book. He lives in 
Burlington, Vermont. 

Visit chriscasedraws.com.

MAGINATION PRESS is 
the children’s book imprint of 
the American Psychological 
Association. Through APA’s 
publications, the association 
shares with the world 
mental health expertise and 
psychological knowledge. 
Magination Press books 
reach young readers and their 
parents and caregivers to make 
navigating life’s challenges a little 
easier. It’s the combined power 
of psychology and literature that 
makes a Magination Press 
book special.

Visit maginationpress.org and 
@MaginationPress on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest.

"An empowering and uplifting tale…perfect icebreaker for
young students to have meaningful conversations about 
gender identity and community."—THE ADVOCATE
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themselves. Especially Calder, who 
leads by example—IH & SH
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Sunset Sea.  Especially Bob—CC



Jacob and Sophie were so excited about the class play! 
Ms. Reeves had helped each kid pick their part. Now the 
classroom buzzed as everyone worked on costumes and sets.





“I’m going to build the tractor engine,” said Jacob.
“And I’ll get the wagon ready!” said Sophie.



“Emily, who are you in the play?” asked Jacob. 

“She’s the cow,” interrupted Noah. “See her tail?” 
Emily held a string of pom-poms. 



Jacob looked at Noah, “You’re the sheep, right?” 

“The ram!” yelled Noah.  

“Isn’t a ram just a sheep?” asked Jacob. 

“A ram’s a boy sheep,” said Emily. “See his horns?” 



Across the table, Ari painted big, blue swirls. 

“Who are you in the play?” asked Jacob.
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