
Clare and Wes once had a 

home a beautiful brown 

house that they played in 

and decorated. When their 

family is forced to move on, 

there is  to go at first. 

 seems better, and 

 could be OK, but 

nothing about the uncertainty 

of having a roof over their heads 

is easy for them as they dodge 

questions about homelessness 

and being poor.  

Throughout all of it, Clare and 

Wes get angry and confused, 

but always remain optimistic 

and determined. They use 

their creativity to make their 

situation better as their parents 

keep the family together 

despite the hard times. They 

all have each other, whether 

they are home, , 

, or . 

This lyrical, hopeful story will 

help kids understand that 

having the same roof over your 

head isn’t always permanent 

for everyone, and that family 

is what really makes a home. 

Includes a poignant Reader’s 

Note about the author’s own 

experience with homelessness 

and what can be done to help 

children and families. 
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psychology professor at Reed 
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Visit tonyalippert.blog and 
@tlipk on Twitter.
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Magination PressMagination Press is the 
children’s book imprint of the 
American Psychological Association. 
APA works to advance psychology 
as a science and profession and 
as a means of promoting health 
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Press books reach young readers 
and their parents and caregivers to 
make navigating life’s challenges 
a little easier. It’s the combined 
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When they were little…

Clare and Wes had the Brown House.

They called it “home.”



Stairs led to treasure. Tables made good hiding places.

Clare tied flowers into wreaths, so it would be more beautiful. 

Wes drew pictures for walls.





They planned adventures for today and tomorrow.




