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Isabel hopes all her birthday 

wishes will come true, from a big 

party filled with friends and family to 

a giant piñata and cake.

So when Mamá says they will have 

a small fiesta and Abuelo explains 

that store-bought piñatas are 

expensive, Isabel begins to wonder  

if there will even be cake. 

When disappointments keep 

popping up, a lunchtime mix-up feels 

like it will ruin the rest of the day. Is 

there anything that can turn around 

Isabel’s birthday?

This heartwarming story about 

family, surprises, and finding joy 

in the little things will resonate 

with anyone who’s ever felt the 

pressures of a big celebration and 

had to navigate the challenges 

and emotions that come with those 

expectations.

Includes a Reader’s Note in both English 
and Spanish with more information 
about feeling a wide range of emotions 

and ways to help children cope.
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Isabel’s Birthday Surprise

Isabel has been dreaming of a big birthday party,  
but Mamá says they will have a small fiesta. 

Disappointments pop up throughout the day, and Isabel 
begins to feel like it’s not even her birthday.  

What can save the day?
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author who writes heartfelt stories that 

honor her Mexican heritage and celebrate 
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Too excited to sleep, Isabel tiptoes past her sisters,  
imagining a big birthday party with cake and a giant piñata.



Every morning, Isabel’s mom 
says, “¡Buenos días, mija!”

But today, she hugs her and 
says, “Feliz cumpleaños!”

Isabel squeezes her mom, closes her eyes, 
and makes a birthday wish.



She butters her warm tortilla, saying,  
“I want a big party with all my friends!”

“¡Ay, Mamá!”  
Isabel grumbles. 

She grabs her grandpa’s 
coffee mug and heads 
outside.

“This year, we’ll have a small family fiesta,” her mom tells her.


