
APA at the  
UNITED NATIONS
Advancing psychology to address 
global challenges and improve lives 
around the world.



OUR ROLE
The American Psychological Association (APA) is  
the largest scientific and professional organization 
representing psychology in the United States, including 
nearly 118,400 researchers, educators, clinicians, 
consultants, and students from across the U.S. and the 
world. APA is the largest psychology non-governmental 
organization (NGO) at the United Nations (UN)—we hold 
Special Consultative Status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and are accredited 
to the Department of Global Communications (DGC). 

WHAT WE DO
APA strives to be a leader and global partner in the 
advancement of psychology to benefit societies and 
improve lives around the world. Psychology includes the 
scientific study of the mind and behavior, incorporating 
topics from brain functioning to international relations. 
APA uses psychological science to promote human 
welfare and to advocate for social justice and the 
equitable treatment of all members of global society.  

APA’s accredited representatives at the United Nations 
work with other NGOs, with UN staff, and with 
representatives of member states to expand the 
understanding of psychology, make psychological science 
accessible to key decision makers, and use psychology’s 
unique contributions to health and human welfare, human 
rights, science and technology, and public policy to 
advance the UN Sustainable Development Goals.



STAY INFORMED
www.apa.org/international/united-nations

For more information about the American Psychological 
Association and its work at the United Nations, contact:

Rashmi Jaipal, PhD
APA UN NGO Main Representative
American Psychological Association
Office of International Affairs
750 First Street
Washington, DC 20002-4242 USA
Phone: +1-202-336-6025
Email: international@apa.org
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